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A play not to miss: Town
Hall Theatre’s ‘A
Christmas Story’

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Like the character Randy from
“A Christmas Story,” 11-year-
old Sofia Garcia, who plays
him in the Town Hall The-
atre’s green cast, is the
youngest child. And Sofia and
her character Randy have
similar feelings about oat-
meal. “I like oatmeal and he
likes oatmeal, but not that
much,” Sofia playfully ex-
plains.

Like the classic television
movie that plays non-stop for
24 hours on TBS and TNT on
the hours that bridge Christ-
mas Eve to Christmas Day, the
play that is now at the Town
Hall Theatre opens up with a
highly stressed mother loudly
calling Ralphie to the table to
join Randy who uses his oat-
meal as playdough until he’s
challenged to pretend he’s a
piggy eating from a trough.
Sofia Garcia says she’s had fun
rising to the challenge of being
a messy little brother in the
Town Hall Theatre’s produc-
tion of “A Christmas Story,”
while working with people
from all ages. “Everyone is
nice. They give me advice,”
Sofia says. “It’s fun.”

Sofia moved to Lafayette
with her family from Mexico
nearly six years ago without
any English under her belt.
Her mother, Paulina Lares, is
in complete awe of how far
her daughter Sofia (and her
older sister) have come since
then.

“Seeing her doing chal-
lenging things in a language
that’s not her first, that she
couldn’t speak six years ago is
amazing and it makes me feel
so proud,” Lares says.

As the mother of two
daughters, Lares is passionate
about empowering girls and
uses jewelry as the vehicle to
spread affirming messages.
While Lares ’s daughter isn’t
able to wear the jewelry on
stage while playing the part of
a 6-year-old boy, she hopes
that the messages that are
usually around her daughter’s
wrist have penetrated within.

“She’s got bracelets that
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say to be confident, be strong,
be kind and to remind her that
God loves her. The idea of it is
that when things get difficult,
you can look at your wrist and
say ‘hey, everything’s going to
be OK,” Lares says. “Being
here at THT has been great for
Sofia’s confidence. She’s loved
acting with adults and she’s
committed.”

Alejandro Garcia, Sofia’s
father, remembers being
hopeful but nervous when she
was invited to audition after
appearing in the Lafayette El-
ementary School’s collabora-
tive production of Xanadu last
spring. “It turned out well. She
made it and she was so happy
about getting the part, which
makes me very happy,” Garcia
says. “I can tell she’s invested
because even though the re-
hearsals are long and some-
times hard for her, she does it
happily. That’s how we can tell
she’s committed.”

Sofia Garcia is but one
member of the talented cast(s)
of the show which include
David Boyll, Gretchen Lee
Salter, David Ghilardi, Janelle
Aguirre and understudies
Mark Foster and Carla Birk-
hofer and two rotating casts of
children.

Those willing to trade in
or add to the at-home couch
viewing of the Christmas clas-
sic by attending the Town Hall
Theatre live production, di-
rected by Heather Cousins
with assistance from Lisa
Morrison, will likely have a
hard time returning to their
television sets.

The signature scenes and
props - the tacky leg prize
lamp, the soap in the mouth,
the tongue on the pole, the leg
of the apathetic Santa kicking
Ralphie down the slide for
wanting a present that could
shoot his eye out as the narra-
tor, telling the story through
Ralphie’s lens are performed
with such precision, anima-
tion, care and color that they
arguably outshine the
television-version.
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KEITH
KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Successfully selling real estate
for over 37 years.

925.376.77T7
keith.katzman@compass.com
DRE # 00875484

COMING SOON

RHEEM VALLEY MANOR

448 Kingsford Drive, Moraga
4 BED | 2 BATH

Call for price and other information

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what

improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at

closing. But what are those improvements? Let’s work together well before a
sale so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

%,

LAFAYETTE.

City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Dec. 11, 7 p.m.

Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Dec. 18, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Don Tatzin Community Hall

Design Review

Monday, Dec. 11, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning
Center-Arts & Science Discovery Room

We're wishing you a
super cozy & bright

merry-merriest
of holidays

& an overflowing
abundance of peace,
love and wonder

(EXTRA love & wonder
ESPECIALLY peace)

BRYDON & IVLES

FEEA&AL

EETATE TE PR

Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336

DRE 01367466 | DRE 01408025
bi@brydonivesteam.com

Compass is a licensed real estate broker. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to the
accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not intended to solicit property already listed. No financial
or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not reflect actual
property conditions.
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice.
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.




